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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Nazarbayev University Graduate School of Education is delighted to present the publication 
written by local and international contributors. The collection stems from the annual 
International Conference 'Eurasian Higher Education Leaders Forum' held in June of 2013. 
Nazarbayev University Graduate School of Education draws on robust research to 
address pressing education policy issues and provide innovative, evidence-based advice to 
policymakers and practitioners. Many internationally recognised higher education leaders 
have been invited to share expertise among leaders of academic institutions of the newly 
independent countries of the post-Soviet Central Asia. At the same time, university presidents, 
rectors and vice rectors as we l l as ministerial representatives of Central Asian states have 
been invited to share their invaluable experience of administering and leading their home 
institutions in challenging times after the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
Speakers and delegates from more than 30 countries attended the Forum in 2013. 
Attendees discussed the global trends in higher education and their impact on the region. 
The Forum has been divided into three plenary sessions: 1) University Leadership, Governance 
and Accountability; 2) Quality Assurance in Education & Research and Accountability and 3) 
Trends in Global Educational Hubs. 
Key themes include: 
• higher education leadership 
• university autonomy and accountability 
• research and development 
• internationalization and academic mobil ity 
• higher education financing 
The Forum aimed at developing an international dialogue between higher education 
leaders, policy makers, researchers and practitioners from different parts of the world. 
We believe this dialogue should be at the heart of collaboration both on individual and 
institutional levels. The papers are based on presentation speeches and articles that offer 
local and global perspectives on the future of higher education, showcasing the breadth and 
depth of opinions. 
We hope that the annual Forum and its conference proceedings w i l l serve as a valuable 
resource for higher education leaders,faculty members and policy makers. We invite everyone 
who is interested in reflecting on the continuities and changes in education development 
and taking strategic actions to improve their national and local educational environments. 
Information about the annual Eurasian Higher Education Leaders' Forum is available on 
our website at www.ehelf.nu.edu.kz. 
We are indebted to our speakers and authors as we l l as members of the Steering Committee, 
for their contributions and unstinting support. This collection of papers is a project of the 
Nazarbayev University Graduate School of Education. 
Aida Sagintayeva and Kairat Kurakbayev 
Nazarbayev University Graduate School of Education, 
Astana, Kazakhstan 
September 2013 
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WELCOMING SPEECHES 
Yerbol Orynbayev is Vice-Prime Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 
Bakytzhan Zhumagulov is Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 
PAPERS AND ABSTRACTS 
Zhexenbek Adilov is Rector of Kazakh National Technical University, Almaty, Kazakhstan. 
AdilAshirbekovisan educational researcher, Nazarbayev University Graduate School of Education. 
Tom Boland is Chief Executive Officer at the Higher Education Authority, Ireland. 
David Bridges is Professor, Research Director at the Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge, UK. 
Mary Canning is a higher education policy expert and member of the Higher Education 
Authority, Ireland. 
Hamish Coates is Research Director at Australian Council for Educational Research. 
Kadisha Dairova isVice-PresidentforStudentAffairs, International Cooperation and Government 
Relations, Nazarbayev University, Kazakhstan. 
Gretchen Dobson is global alumni relations consultant at Gretchen Dobson LLC. 
Martin Finkelstein is Professor of Higher Education at Seton Hall University, NJ, USA. 
Matthew Hartley is Associate Professor and Chair of Higher Education Division, 
University of Pennsylvania Graduate School of Education, PA, USA. 
Stephen P. Heyneman is Professor of International Education Policy at Vanderbilt University. 
Zakir Jumakulov is an educational researcher at Nazarbayev University Graduate School 
of Education, Astana, Kazakhstan. 
Sholpan Kalanova is President of Information Analytical Centre of the Ministry of Education 
and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 
Kairat Kurakbayevis Research Institute's Director at the Nazarbayev University Graduate School 
of Education. 
Kent MacDonald is President of Algonquin College, Ottawa, Ontario Canada. 
Richard Miller is President of Olin College of Engineering, MA, USA. 
Sayasat Nurbek is President of the Center for International Programs, Ministry of Education 
and Science, Astana, Kazakhstan. 
Martin O'Hara is Vice-President for Academic Affairs at KIMEP (University, Almaty, Kazakhstan. 
Alan Ruby is a senior fel low at the University of Pennsylvania Graduate School of Education, 
PA, USA. 
Aida Sagintayeva is Chief Executive Director at Nazarbayev University Graduate School of 
Education, Kazakhstan. 
Marian Thakur is a PhD candidate at the University of Melbourne, Australia. 
Andrew Wachtel is President, American University of Central Asia, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. 
Fatima Zhakypova is Director, Department of Higher and Postgraduate Education, 
Ministry of Education and Science, Astana, Kazakhstan. 
Zhaxybay Zhumadilov is General Director at Nazarbayev University Center for Life Sciences, 
Kazakhstan. 
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Shigeo Katsu, President, Nazarbayev University. 
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David Bridges, Professor, Research Director at the Faculty of Education, University of 
Cambridge, UK. 
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Relations, Nazarbayev University. 
Mark Johnson, Assistant Professor, University of Wisconsin-Madison University. 
Simon Jones, Provost, Nazarbayev University. 
ZakirJumakulov, Educational Researcher, Nazarbayev University Graduate School of Education. 
Anne Lonsdale, Deputy High Steward, University of Cambridge. 
Timothy Reagan, Professor, Dean, Graduate School of Education, Nazarbayev University. 
Alan Ruby, Senior Fellow, University of Pennsylvania. 
Aida Sagintayeva, Chief Executive Director, Nazarbayev University Graduate School of 
Education. 
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